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Introduction to Canal Convergence

What is Canal Convergence | Water + Art + Light?
Canal Convergence is an annual, free event that celebrates the vibrant 
arts and culture community. 

Each Canal Convergence, since the first official event in 2012, has featured 
large-scale art installations, created by local, national, and international 
artists. In addition to the artworks, the event has evolved over the 
years to include an array of educational programming, family-oriented 
activities, guided bike rides, art-making workshops, and artist talks. Canal 
Convergence also offers a broad selection of live music, spoken word, and 
dance performances and a beer, wine, and food garden.

The next several pages will highlight the origins of Canal Convergence; 
the multitude of artists, performers, and educators that have brought 
the event to life each year; and how the event has evolved since 2012 to 
become the 10-day public art extravaganza.

HYBYCOZO by Yelena Filipchek and Serge Beaulieu, Photo: Sean Deckert

Happy Gift by FriendsWithYou. Photo:Sean Deckert

Canal Convergence Mission Statement: 
To provide an authentic and immersive 
art experience in and around 
Scottsdale’s canal.
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An Origin Story
The roots of Canal Convergence grew out of a conversation 
between the City of Scottsdale and Salt River Project (SRP), a 
community-based, not-for-profit water and energy company 
that manages and maintains the canal systems throughout 
greater Phoenix. In exchange for SRP waiving a permit fee 
for events at the Scottsdale Waterfront, the City offered a 
“canal festival,” where SRP could educate the public about its 
history, water management, conservation, and more. This led 
the City to engage Scottsdale Public Art—an independent, 
nonprofit arts organization that contracts with the City—to 
create arts-focused events at the Waterfront in 2008, called 
Night Lights. Each night featured unique, light-based art 
installations, live music, and performances. The seeds of Canal 
Convergence were planted.

After the initial Night Lights celebrations in 2008, Scottsdale 
Public Art continued to bring art installations and events 
to the Scottsdale Waterfront. In 2009, the organization 
commissioned artist D.A. Therrien to create a two-night-
only performance with the light- and text-based artwork 
Beautiful Light. 

In 2010, SRP drained the canal at the Waterfront for cleaning 
and maintenance. Where some might have seen an 
aesthetic issue, Scottsdale Public Art saw an opportunity. 
Approximately 800 people showed up on short notice—and 
with no advertising—to see the installation of a large-scale 
artwork by Fausto Fernandez in the canal and performances 
alongside the canal maintenance.

With that success, Canal Convergence | Water + Art + Light 
officially began in 2012. 

We are grateful for the longtime support of SRP, the City of 
Scottsdale, and Billie Jo and Judd Herberger.

Beautiful Light by D.A. Therrien, 2009. Photo: John Romero
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Canal Convergence
Water + Art + Light 2012  |  November 10–11

The first event to carry the Canal Convergence name featured 
live music and performance art alongside interactive, light-
based, and inflatable artworks. Additionally, there were 
workshops with artists and SRP educators, locally produced 
specialty goods, a Saturday night happy hour, and a Sunday 
morning bike ride along the canal.

Featured Installations:
Sonic Pass Scottsdale by Christopher Janney
An adaptation of Christopher Janney’s Sonic Forest, Sonic 
Pass: Scottsdale featured 16 aluminum columns—or “trees”— 
which created an interactive alley, that released colored 
light and original music created by Janney specifically for 
Canal Convergence. 

Nodal Water Gardens by Jeff Zischke
A floating installation of fluted polypropylene nodes, Nodal 
Water Gardens by Jeff Zischke featured high-output solar 
lighting modules that were programmed to turn on at dusk 
and produce a soft glow for up to eight hours.

Nodal Water Gardens by Jeff Zischke, 2012. Photo: Dayvid Lemmon

Sonic Pass Scottsdale by Christopher Janney, 2012. 
Photo: Sean Deckert
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Canal Convergence
Art + Maintenance  |  January 12, 2013
Spring Equinox  |  March 21–24, 2013
Water + Art + Light  |  November 7–10, 2013

In 2013, Canal Convergence had three different iterations 
spread throughout the year. The first event, dubbed Art + 
Maintenance, was in coordination with an SRP canal dry-
up. Between January 13 and February 3, mural artists Isaac 
Caruso and Ashley Macias created a series of murals along 
the canal walls, and artist Casey Cooper set up a floating 
geometric sculpture on the canal bed. 

Canal Convergence | Spring Equinox was a true celebration 
of everything springtime, with installations such as 
Scophalopods in the Springtime by Peter Goldlust; Drip, 
Dribble, Drop by Melissa Martinez; and Wild Flower Current 
by Mary Shindell.

Finally, the 2013 fall Canal Convergence saw a return to the 
original theme of “Water + Art + Light.” Scottsdale Public 
Art commissioned six temporary art installations to be on 
view over the four days, in addition to live music, hands-on 
activities, and the Scottsdale Artisan Market. 

Featured Installations:
Voyage by Aether & Hemera
Afloat on the Arizona Canal, Voyage was a flotilla of 300 
“paper” boats, each encasing colored LEDs that were 
programmed with a variety of lighting sequences.

Landscapes of Light by Ryan Griffin
Artist Ryan Griffin created both a visual artwork and a 
performance piece projected onto the architectural facades 
lining the Scottsdale Waterfront with Landscapes of Light.

Landscapes of Light by Ryan Griffin, 2013. Photo: Sean Deckert

Voyage by Aether and Hemera, 2013. Photo: Sean Deckert
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Canal Convergence
Water + Art + Light  |  March 20–23, 2014

In 2014, Canal Convergence began a four-year run 
of springtime-only events. The 2014 event featured 
fun and interactive installations, workshops, and 
performances for all ages.

Featured Installations:
Water Striders by Jeff Zischke
A series of eight, large, glowing, and color-changing water 
strider bugs, Water Striders floated in the canal. During Canal 
Convergence event nights only, viewers had the opportunity 
to change the colors using touch screens.. 

Spring Crossing by Randy Walker
Using tens of thousands of feet of colorful, solution-dyed 
acrylic braid and the geometry of the Marshall Way Bridge 
canopy, artist Randy Walker developed a fiber-based 
installation that introduced color and line the empty space 
between the bridge and canopy.

Happy Gift and Mushroom Bounce House 
by FriendsWithYou
Designed to envelop and transport participants of all 
ages, Happy Gift and Mushroom Bounce House offered a 
kaleidoscopic look into a color-filled world for an impactful 
and bright experience. (See photo on page 1.) 

Water Striders by Jeff Zischke, 2014. Photo: Sean Deckert

Spring Crossing by Randy Walker, 2014. 
Photo: Sean Deckert 



– 6 –

Canal Convergence
Water + Art + Light  |  Feb. 26 – March 1, 2015

For the 2015 event, a spoken-word performance, 
Waterlogged: Storytelling @ Canal Convergence, joined the 
regular roster of artworks, live music, dance performances 
that interacted with the artworks, a beer and wine garden, 
and the Scottsdale Artisan Market.

Featured Installations:
The Pool by Jen Lewin
A large-scale installation, The Pool featured 106 intuitive pads 
that responded to pressure and speed as visitors ran, jumped, 
and played within the artwork.

My Your Our Water by Erin V. Sotak
Combinging social practice performance with an art 
installation, My Your Our Water focused on water issues 
specific to Arizona.

The Pool by Jen Lewin, 2015 Photo: Sean Deckert

Migration by Saskia Jorda
Migration was a temporary installation of wooden bird 
silhouettes in flight—suspended above Soleri Bridge—and at 
rest, perched in the nearby grass. As a part of the inspiration 
for this piece, artist Saskia Jorda asked herself, “What if the 
Scottsdale Waterfront suddenly became a resting stop for a 
visiting flock of birds?”

Migration by Saskia Jorda, 2015. Photo: Sean Deckert My Your Our Water by Erin V. Sotak, 2015 Photo: Sean Deckert
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Canal Convergence
Water + Art + Light  |  Feb. 25–28, 2016 

Canal Convergence 2016 was the first year installations were 
located west of Marshall Way Bridge, which activated the 
entire Scottsdale Waterfront. As a result, the overall number 
of installations and activities increased in size and scope, 
including a presentation of short films from the Scottsdale 
International Film Festival and community workshops with 
Pilobolus Dance Collective. 

Featured Installations:
Blooms by Bruce Munro
Blooms was part of a Valley-wide artist collaboration titled 
Desert Radiance, which included additional art installations 
and events throughout the Valley. It was also recognized 
by Americans for the Arts as one of 49 outstanding 
projects from 2016.

Blooms by Bruce Munro, 2016 Photo: Mark Pickthall

Spiraling Droplets by Aphidoidea
Spanning 600 feet along the canal, Spiraling Droplets 
comprised 30 illuminated, floating buoys of varying 
sizes that simulated running water, falling snow, or the 
defragmentation of light, creating rainbows.

MICRO–Double Helix by Purring Tiger
More than 200 suspended orbs were equipped with a light 
and a speaker that were activated when touched.

Spiraling Droplets by Aphidoidea and MICRO–Double Helix  
by Purring Tiger, 2016. Photo: Aphidoidea
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Canal Convergence
Water + Art + Light  |  Feb. 23–26, 2017

In 2017, Canal Convergence took to the skies with the 
immensely popular Les Luminéoles by Porté par le vent—a 
series of five, larger-than-life flying fish that meandered about 
the Scottsdale Waterfront. Additionally, Canal Convergence 
offered eight other large-scale art installations, live 
community mural painting, Night Lights Bike Ride, a twilight 
dance performance by RIOULT, artist-led workshops and talks, 
live music, and the Two Brothers Beer + Food + Wine Garden.

Featured Installations:
Polygonum 2.0 by Tom Dekyvere
Showcasing the relationships between organic and artificial 
structures at the  Scottsdale Waterfront, Polygonum 2.0 was 
a large geometric rhizome formed with reflective triangles, 
more than 13,000 feet of rope, and multicolor LEDs.

HYBYCOZO by Yelena Filipchek and  
Serge Beaulieu
Inspired by natural forms, ancient Islamic tiles, mathematics, 
and geometry, HYBYCOZO was an installation of three, 
7-foot tall polyhedron sculptures and one smaller rotating 
polyhedron sculpture suspended in a metal ring. 

Les Luminéoles and Lentille d’eau by Porté par le vent 
and Polygonum 2.0 by Tom Dekyvere, 2017. Photo: Sean Deckert

Les Luminéoles and Lentille d’eau  
by Porté par le vent
Soaring into the sky each evening for an enchanting aerial 
ballet, Les Luminéoles was a procession of five colorful 
“helium light kites” in the form of fish. Each kite was piloted 
from the ground by a single person inside a blooming, 
illuminated flower.

HYBYCOZO by Yelena Filipchek and  
Serge Beaulieu, 2017. Photo: Sean Deckert 
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Canal Convergence
Water + Art + Light  |  Feb. 23–24 & March 2–3, 2018

In 2018, Canal Convergence began its transition from a four-
day event, to 10 consecutive days of large-scale public art, 
live performances, and educational activities and workshops. 
Visitors also experienced a range of activities, including 
make-your-own merchandise screen printing workshops, 
community bike rides, and poetry readings.

Featured Installations:
Reflection Rising by Patrick Shearn  
of Poetic Kinetics
Suspended above the Arizona Canal, Reflection Rising was a 
multi-color, kinetic installation made from more than 50,000 
colorful ripstop nylon streamers and metallic Mylar streamers. 
It was later recognized by Americans for the Arts as one of 50 
outstanding projects from 2018. (See photo on cover.)

FLAWLESS by Studio ALEX  
— Architectural Light Experience
FLAWLESS comprised more than 4,000 photoluminescent 
elm leaf forms cast from transparent resin and 
phosphorescent pigments.

Desert Sun by Jotta Studio
Desert Sun was a large, steel semicircle that seemed to rise 
from the water’s surface, using the reflection of the canal to 
complete its form into a full sphere.

FLAWLESS by Studio ALEX — Architectural Light Experience,  
2018. Photo: Sean Deckert 

Desert Sun by Jotta Studio, 2018. Photo: Sean Deckert 
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Canal Convergence
Water + Art + Light  |  November 9–18, 2018

Less than 10 months after 2018’s spring event, Scottsdale 
Public Art presented the largest Canal Convergence to date, 
which in turn saw the largest attendance since the event’s 
inception. The fall 2018 event included 10 large-scale art 
installations from local, national, and international artists 
alongside the now regular lineup of performances, and 
activities. This Canal Convergence also focused more on the 
goal of becoming a zero-waste event and featured a variety of 
sustainability programming. 

Scottsdale Arts Education & Outreach (now Scottsdale 
Arts Learning & Innovation) increased its role at Canal 
Convergence, bringing artists into local schools and 
coordinating educational programming at the canal. It also 
facilitated a project between students from Arizona State 
University’s The Design School and Scottsdale Unified School 
District to produce CUMULUS, a series of art installations that 
combined the concepts of water, art, and light.

Also in 2018, Canal Convergence expanded its public art 
footprint beyond the waterfront to present Local Light—a 
temporary public art initiative that commissioned local artists 
to create light-based indoor and outdoor art installations 
through the downtown area of Scottsdale.

Featured Installations:
Infinity Crystal by Klip Collective
Presented in conjunction with Klip Collective’s Electric Desert: 
A Light and Sound Experience at Desert Botanical Garden, 
Infinity Crystal used form, light, and mirrors to create the 
illusion of infinity.

Sound Sculpture by  Masary Studio, 2018. 
Photo: Reg Madison Photography 

Infinity Crystal by Klip Collective, 2018. 
Photo: Reg Madison Photography  
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ARIZONA! by Choi + Shine Architects
A community collaboration led to the creation of ARIZONA! 
More than 100 volunteers crocheted the individual pieces, 
using the artists’ designs, while an additional army of 
volunteers stitched the pieces together alongside the artists. 

Floatus by Walter Productions
Floating on the surface of the canal, Floatus consisted of 12 
polished aluminum lotus sculptures, arranged in a serpentine 
pattern. Each “blossom” was equipped with LEDs and 
systems capable of shooting a controlled flame up to 30 feet 
in the air. The popularity of the nightly fire shows was integral 
in drawing more than 250,000 people to the event.

Sound Sculpture by Masary Studio
Comprising 25 location-aware blocks, Sound Sculpture 
was a centerpiece for interaction and play on Marshall 
Way Bridge. Visitors moved the blocks to create unique 
musical compositions.

ARIZONA! by Choi + Shine Architects, 2018. 
Photo: Reg Madison Photography

Floatus by Walter Productions, 2018. 
Photo: Reg Madison Photography 
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Canal Convergence
Water + Art + Light 
The Story of Water   |  November 8-17, 2019

Coming off the heels of Canal Convergence’s longest and 
most well-attended event to date in 2018, the bar was set 
high for 2019. Scottsdale Public Art incorporated all the best 
components of 2018—large-scale, dynamic, and interactive 
artworks; the expansion of its public art footprint beyond 
the waterfront with the Local Light initiative; vibrant local 
music and performances all 10 days; engaging educational 
programming; and sustainable waste management 
practices—and expanded on them in new and exciting ways. 
One of the most prominent changes was the incorporation of 
an overarching theme: The Story of Water.

Canal Convergence 2019 showcased 13 art installations 
from local, national, and international artists, eight of which 
focused on telling the story of water’s impact on our lives 
historically, biologically, psychologically, economically, and 
socially. These artworks include Standing Wave by Squidsoup, 
a suspended sculpture of 600 orbs of light and sound, 
connected via Wi-Fi to create an immersive audio-visual 
experience that simulated an everchanging wave; Water 
Serpent by Walter Productions, 200-foot-long, floating snake-
like sculpture that shot fire and sparks set to music; Swarm 
by toyStudio, a suspended light sculpture that mimicked the 
flocking behavior found in schools of fish with its lighting 

sequences; Waterlight Graffiti by Antonin Fourneau, an 
electric canvas, where water became the medium to draw 
or write ephemeral messages of light; Cumulus Connection 
by Miracle Wonderland Carnival Co., a series of swings 
suspended from glowing cloud structures, in which color 
and light are created as people swing through the air; 
Permutate by Nicole A Banowetz, a series of three interactive 
inflatable sculptures, inspired by freshwater algae living in the 
Arizona Canal.  

Cascade by Nicole L Olsen, 2019. 
Photo: Sean Deckert

Waterlight Graffiti by Antonin Fourneau, 2019. 
Photo: Chris Loomis
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Workshop Zone, 2019  
Photo: Chris Loomis

In a coincidence of unanticipated synergy, the Arizona 
Community Foundation also decided to focus on the Story 
of Water in 2019 with its Water Public Art Challenge Grant. 
Scottsdale Public Art was awarded one of these prestigious 
grants for its partnership with Richard Laugharn and his 
public art app, A Deeper Map—a mobile app that shows the 
location of historical canals and agricultural fields created by 
the ancestral Sonoran Desert people in relation to a modern 
map of the Phoenix metro area. 

Canal Convergence has continued to promote its mission 
of sustainability and water conservation in a variety of ways, 
including 93% of waste diverted from the landfill in 2019, 
up from 86% diversion in 2018. A new sustainability-related 
initiative in 2019 was the One Water Brewing Showcase, 
in partnership with Scottsdale Water. With Scottsdale’s 
designation as the first Arizona city permitted to treat 
recycled water for potable use, the showcase became the first 
beer festival in the world to feature only beers made from 
recycled water.

Scottsdale Arts Learning & Innovation also continued to 
expand its breadth of programming in 2019. In addition to 
hosting a variety of artists-led workshops during the event, 
Learning & Innovation brought national and international 
Canal Convergence artists to local schools for exclusive 
talks and workshops.

Cumulus Connection by Miracle Wonderland Carnival Co., 2019. 
Photo: Scottsdale Arts



– 14 –

Light Orchestra by ATOMIC3 and Ottomata, 2019. 
Photo: Sean Deckert  

Featured Installations:
Standing Wave by Squidsoup
Standing Wave represented the power, mass, and presence 
of water—its capacity to bring birth and renewal. It was 
formed by approximately 600 orbs of light and sound, 
connected via Wi-Fi to create an immersive audio-visual 
experience that simulated a wave over the controlled 
urban waters of the Arizona Canal. Through motion sensors 
and microcomputers, the orbs acted in choreographed 
harmony, responding to their environment to create enticing 
sanctuaries of light and sound while also referencing the 
standing waveforms in canyons and canals. As part of the 
studio’s Wave series, Standing Wave, followed a variation on 
the theme from Desert Wave, which appeared at Burning 
Man in August 2019.

Water Serpent by Walter Productions  
with Lead Artist Kristina Ricci
Water Serpent was a nearly 200-foot-long, floating sculpture 
that shot fire from its metallic spine and spit sparks from its 
mouth. Like Floatus—Walter Productions’ installation from 
Canal Convergence 2018—Water Serpent produced nightly 
fire shows choreographed to music. A contrast of fire and 
water played out as Water Serpent shot flames into the sky, 
reflecting not only on the sculpture’s metallic surface but also 
on the water of the Arizona Canal.

Standing Wave  
by Squidsoup, 2019. 

Photo: Sean Deckert
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Swarm by toyStudio
Swarm was a suspended light sculpture that mimicked the 
flocking behavior found in schools of fish and flights of birds. 
Stretching across the Arizona Canal, a series of programmable 
LED tubes illuminated at night, dancing and flickering as 
they expressed this natural swarming behavior. The tubes 
were suspended over the canal—positioned and angled like 
a flock or swarm. During the day, the swarming behavior was 
expressed by opaque tubes. At night, the artwork truly came 
alive as the illuminated Swarm reflected in the water.

Light Orchestra by ATOMIC3
Light Orchestra was an interactive light and sound 
installation that made Canal Convergence visitors into 
conductors, moving their arms to direct a luminous 
symphony. From a podium set with a motion sensor camera, 
they directed an orchestra of motorized projectors, creating 
beams of light that swept across the sky, responding to 
the maestro’s movements and musical sequences. This 
luminous and musical ballet adapted and evolved according 
to the passion and energy of the budding conductor. With 
increased movement, the music became more energetic as 
the beams of light performed a lively dance above the canal.

Water Serpent by Walter Productions, 2019. 
Photo: Sean Deckert

Swarm by toyStudio, 2019. 
Photo: Sean Deckert  

In 2019, Canal Convergence was 
awarded the Gold Grand Pinnacle 
Award from the International 
Festivals & Events Association
The Pinnacle Awards recognize the best festivals and events 
from around the world, with the people responsible for those 
events voting for their peers.
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Canal Convergence
Water + Art + Light 
Reconnect  |  November 6–15, 2020

The year 2020 was unlike any other. As an outdoor event, 
Canal Convergence was able to move forward with some 
changes in its presentation and a focus on the health 
and safety of the public. To encourage social distancing, 
eight physical artworks were spread throughout Old Town 
Scottsdale rather than focusing only on the Waterfront. 
Chosen artworks for 2020 included Massively Distributed 
by MASARY Studios, Across the Divide by Casey Farina, 
Fences by Immerge Interactive, Hidden Garden by Koros 
Design, Information Flow by Justin Winters and Walter 
Productions, Kukulkan’s Portal by Liquid PXL, Spectrum 
(Frame Version) by Olivier Ratsi, and Together! Responding to 
COVID-19 by OGE Group.

Information Flow by Justin Winters and Walter Productions, 2020. 
Photo: Chris Loomis

Fences by Immerge Interactive, 2020. 
Photo: Chris Loomis

Canal Convergence 2020 also showcased two augmented 
reality (AR) artworks created by Phoenix-based artists Casey 
Farina and Jen Urso presented through the Hoverlay app. 
Because the international artists were not able to be present 
in Scottsdale for artist talks, Scottsdale Arts Learning & 
Innovation and Scottsdale Public Art also used Hoverlay to 
recreate these experiences in a digital setting. The artists 
designed informative presentations through Hoverlay, and 
patrons were able to view the artists via augmented reality 
on their mobile devices as the artists spoke “in front of” their 
artworks. Augmented reality was also used to create tours 
around the canal.

 Keeping Time by Casey Farina. 
Photo: Scottsdale Arts
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Spectrum (Frame Version) by Olivier Ratsi, 2020. 
Photo: Chris Loomis

 Virtual Workshops and Performances

Due to the pandemic restrictions, nearly all performances 
and workshops were translated to the new a Virtual 
Convergence format. Nine local bands, including The Sawmill 
Grinders and The Hourglass Cats, performed via livestream 
during the event. Dancers and poets also livestreamed their 
performances throughout the 10 days.

In addition to the virtual performances, Scottsdale Center 
for the Performing Arts hosted two in-person dance 
performances by Movement Source Dance Company on 
top of a parking garage, where guests were able to watch 
from the comfort and safety of their vehicles. Scottsdale 
Arts Learning & Innovation also facilitated various creative 
workshops via Zoom. Among them was Kaleidoscopes 
with Koros, where the creators of Hidden Garden taught a 
kaleidoscope-making workshop from their studio in Hungary.

Kukulkan’s Portal by Liquid PXL, 2020. 
Photo: Chris Loomis
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CanalConvergence.com 
Facebook: @canalconvergence 
Facebook: @ScottsdalePublicArt

480-874-4645 
Instagram: @sdlpubart 
Twitter: @SDLPubArt

Featured Installations
Following CDC guidelines and remaining vigilant about social 
distancing and safety protocols, Canal Convergence was a 
major success during an unprecedented year. Here are just a 
few of our featured artworks from 2020:

Fences by Immerge Interactive  
– Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Fences was an interactive light installation with patterns 
generated by the motion of foot traffic along a custom LED 
display. The 72-foot long and 7-foot high artwork created 
lighting effects through color, shape, and brightness across 
almost 9,000 individually controlled LEDs. As viewers walked 
along the path, video tracking created patterns that were 
displayed alongside them.

Kukulkan’s Portal by Liquid PXL  
– Los Angeles, California
Kukulkan’s Portal was a light-based sculpture in the shape 
of a Merkabah and enclosed in an aluminum cube. Featuring 
10,000 individually programmable LEDs, the design showed 
the geometric relationship between the Merkabah and the 
cube, honoring new discoveries in mathematics and science 
through its modular geometric design.

Together! Responding to COVID-19 by OGE Group 
– Haifa, Israel
Together! Responding to COVID-19 was a 32-foot-high light 
sculpture representing an artistic response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Inspired by the hope, determination, sacrifice, 
and support generated by this crisis, the artists sought to 
create a symbol that honored those who were lost to the 
virus and their families and friends, while also applauding the 
healthcare heroes on the frontlines of the pandemic.

Together! Responding to COVID-19 by OGE Group. 
Photo: Chris Loomis


